THE MYTH OF ADONIS

BOOK 1

Magical            Thus the old magical theory of the seasons was dis-

tTrcvto*8 placed> or rather supplemented, by a religious theory.    For
the failing  although men now attributed the annual cycle of change
f primarily  to  corresponding  changes  in their  deities, they
still   thought   that   by   performing  certain   magical   rites
they could aid the god, who was the principle of life, in
his struggle with the opposing principle of death.    They
imagined that they could recruit his failing energies   and
everi raise him from the dead.    The ceremonies which they
observed   for this  purpose  were  in  substance a dramatic
representation of the natural processes which they wished
to facilitate; for it is a familiar tenet of magic that you
can   produce  any   desired  effect   by   merely   imitating   it.
And as they now explained the fluctuations of growth and
decay, of reproduction and dissolution, by the marriage, the
death, and the rebirth or revival of the gods, their religious
or rather magical dramas turned in great measure on these
themes.    They set forth the fruitful union of the powers of
fertility, the sad death of one at least of the divine partners,
and his joyful  resurrection.    Thus a religious theory was
blended  with  a   magical   practice.     The   combination   is
familiar   in   history.     Indeed,    few   religions    have   ever
succeeded in  wholly extricating  themselves   from  the  old
trammels of magic.    The inconsistency of acting on two
opposite principles, however it  may vex the  soul  of the
philosopher, rarely troubles the common  man ;  indeed he
is seldom even aware of it    His affair is to act, not  to
analyse the motives of his action.     If mankind had always
been logical and wise, history would not be a long chronicle
of folly and crime.1

1 As in the present volume I am con-
cerned with the beliefs and practices of
Orientals I may quote the following
passage from one who has lived long
in the East and knows it well : " The
Oriental mind is free from the trammels
of logic. It is a literal fact that the
Oriental mind can accept and believe
two opposite things at the same time.
We find fully qualified and even learned
Indian doctors practising Greek medi-
cine, as well as English medicine, and
enforcing sanitary restrictions to which

their own houses and families are en-
tirely strangers. We find astronomers
who can predict eclipses, and yet who
believe that eclipses are caused by a
dragon swallowing the sun. We find
holy men who are credited with miracu-
lous powers and with close communion
with the Deity, who live in drunkenness
and immorality, and who are capable
of elaborate frauds on others. To the
Oriental mind, athingmustbe incredible
to command a ready belief" ("Riots
and Unrest in the Punjab, from a corre-